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TO THE PROPRIETORS 

OF THB 

UTH-EASTERN RAILWAY. 



BROMLEY BRANCH. 



tlemen, — Having examined with some atten- 

to the question of the effect of branch rail- 

mder different circumstances on main lines, I 

lay before you the r*esult of my investigations, 

ich as they are applicable to your case of the 

ed Bromley Branch. 

nduce a railway company to incur the cost of 

ich, it should be useful to them, for one or 

>f the following reasons, either, — 

b the local traffic is sufficient to be remune- 



b it will bring additional remunerative traffic 
main line ; or, 

b it will act advantageously indirectly, by 
ting competing projected railways, &c, &c. 
b. reference to the first reason, it has to be 
jred that the revenue of a branch must not 
3 sufficient to pay its own cost, but also any 
nal works on the trunk line, and enlargement 
terminus, which may be necessary from the 
nal traffic. 

projects of last session included the widening 
Greenwich Railway, enlargement of the 
a. Station, and the widening of the North 
rom Corbet's Lane to Lewisham. 
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From tins, it is evident that our trunk line and 
terminus have at present as much traffic as they 
can take ; and we must, therefore, consider a Brom- 
ley Branch, practically, as a lino from London to 
Bromley. 

A difference of opinion exists in our Board as to 
the local traffic of the branch being remunerative, 
I am firmly persuaded it cannot he ; hut there can 
exist only one opinion, even with those few who may 
at present differ from mo, if it will render necessary 
the widening of the North Kent, and enlargement 
of the London Station. 



On the second point, as to the additional remune- 
rative traffic brought on the main line, it is suffi- 
ciently evident that, where a short branch brings 
traffic on a long length of main line, it may be 
advantageous to construct it, although unremune- 
rativc in itself; but where, as in this ease, under 
four miles of the London end of a railway (al- 
ready overloaded) is brought into operation, any 
increase of traffic will be attended with a loss, unless 
an additional payment is made for terminal accom- 
modation. 

It is, therefore, to our interest, that a Bromley 
line should join at Sydenham, in preference to Lew- 
isham, as we shall then have a claim for the traffic 
over ike Greenwich Railway, without being required 
to find a cosily London terminus, or to incur any 
outlay of capital. 

With reference to the third reason — its use as a 
protective Line — experience has always shown that 



lhjii rauw&ys uu nut prevent uuiiipuwig' railways ; 

;he contrary, they are often the means of their being 
le ; and for this reason — that a railway company 
posing a branch is an admission of the necessity of 
ailway to the district, and you therefore make 

case for the opponents — if they have engineering 
antages, as in this case — such as that they have 
j railway to make, (Bromley being only three 
es from Sydenham while it is six from Lewisham) 
1 can offer more than one terminus, &c. 
[ therefore contend that the promotion by the 
ith-Eastern Railway, of the Bromley Branch, is 
culated to encourage rather than prevent a rail- 
y from Sydenham. 

Lt should be borne in mind, that the proposed 
omley Branch of this year is not a direct Bromley 
le, as designed by Mr. Stephenson, in 1846 ; but 
nothing more than the Croydon Line of last year, 
th the Croydon extension cut off, and is thus 
riated a mile from the direct course; therefore, 

giving our sanction to a line to Bromley, it is 
etty certain to lead to the widening to Corbet's 
me, and extension to Croydon, an additional outlay 

£136,000 ; as well as ultimately (if the anticipa- 
>ns of the directors as to building in this district 
i realised), to a farther widening of the Greenwich 
ailway and enlargement of the London Station. 

The directors, in their circular to the proprietors, 
isume that it is necessarily to our interest to add 
lg Bromley traffic to the London Station ; but this 
an erroneous view of the question, as it cannot be 
) our interest to render available for a mileage rate 
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of four miles, an approach which lias cost, includ- 
ing the station, above a million of money , and 
is now insufficient for the present traffic as spare 
empty trains (arising from the bulk of the passenger 
traffic arriving in London in the morning, and not 
departing until the afternoon) have to be sent to or 
from the Bricklayers 1 Arms Station, or used as 
passenger trains at unprofitable hours ; so that, in 
estimating the cost of working a Bromley traffic, 
the cost of moving a number of empty trains to and 
from the Bricklayers' Arms Station, a distance of 
seven miles, must be added, unless a further enlarge- 
ment of the terminus is carried out. 

It is no doubt a wise expenditure on the part of 
any railway company, having long traffic, to secure 
a London Station in a central position, even at great 
cost in land and approaches ; but it is not to their 
interest to incur such cost for short traffic, such as 
the Bromley Line, a whole average train of which 
will not yield an amount equal to one compartment 
of a first-class carriage to Dover. 

To render my meaning more clear on this point, 
I will refer to our last half-y early report, from 
which it will be seen that the average sum per pas- 
senger, received on the main line, is 4s. 3d* ; while 
on the North Kent it is only 11 ^d t , arising from the 
large proportion of third-class passengers and season 
ticket holders. 

On the Bromley Branch, for the same reasons, 
there will be a low average, and Srf. per passenger 
is the outside to be assumed, when it is considered 
that we have branch omnibuses, if not a branch 
railway, from Sydenham Station, to compete with* 
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:ing expenses, to allow for the additional mile- 
from the London to the Bricklayers' Arms 
Lon : so that 3-JdL per passenger is all that is left 
ay interest on the Branch outlay, and for the 
ion Station and approaches, 
tie average actual cost to us in terminal expenses 
3very passenger embarked and disembarked at 
London station, considerably exceeds this sum ; 
any further enlargement, from the increased value 
>roperty in this locality, will not be made at a 
relative cost. 

.nother inducement for a Bromley Line, held out 
he circular of the directors, is, that the London 
ninus may be made available for the new lines 
Lent, 

^here is no objection to this, undoubtedly, pro- 
id we are fairly paid ; but it cannot surely be 
tended that we are otherwise to offer the facility 
our superior terminus to railway companies 
ing in view to compete for our traffic. 
?he new Kent lines will divert little of our traffic 
hey have not the advantages of our London Ter- 
nus ; and they will themselves make a railway 
Lewisham, if the district will pay for it ; but it is 
ly reasonable that they should pay for the London 
ition a sum in some proportion to the great cost 
ich has been necessarily incurred in so central a 
sition. 

I do not, by this argument, desire to imply that 
) should incur expense to oppose new lines in 
snt, as there is no just reason why we should ask 
irliament to deny any district railway accom- 
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. w *K««Tt eTen answer their purpose 

300 miles in the distort. ftom Brom . 

If independent partes mU have a ^ ^ 

, to Lewisham, and wul **£*%&,,* cost, 
, oi our I^i*aSSj ***** - s t0 * 

^encouragement. g 

^ttr-tee^eVania to .a. un- 
liable extension,. as j have 
These project' £*g* o . nterested| 
fore described, m p^n e tQ a ^ 

ose pan-? t^jK " of interest; but, 
t ^hicb- will pay Wt a to* ^ rf ^ 

> eH ^XhSLru.mc without re S ardto 

fjS^ ^fSSAi in the desire to 
The same f^JJ^n* m eans of which an 
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You inay rest assured that railways will never pay 
as they should, and, I hope, will do, until managers 
submit every traffic offered, whether goods or pas- 
sengers, to a detailed calculation of the contingent 
working expenses; and it should he refused, unless 
it will give a remiuierafhe return, although it may 
give a less encouraging appearance to the weekly 
returns. 

If this he done, and railway directors really devote 
their time and energy to these important questions, 
instead of their minds being distracted with parlia- 
mentary contests and the construction of unprofitable 
branches, there can be no doubt, with the increasing 
traffic of the country, that railway proprietors will 
have a fair return for the capital embarked by them 
in their undertakings — a remark particularly appli- 
cable to our traffic, which exhibits a degree of obsti- 
nate vigour and health, not only in the undeveloped 
continental portion, but in that of the south-eastern 
district, which cannot fail to realise our most san- 
guine expectations, if reasonable economy is carried 
out, and unnecessary expenditure of capital avoided. 






I have the honour to be, 
Gentlemen, 

Your obedient servant, 



i 



A Soittii-Eastekx Shareholder. 



Jan. 5M, 1854. 
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